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REQUEST FOR REFUND 

/IM PROPFR r"HARr;F OR nFPn.SlT ArPOIINT^ 




MS 16 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Sir: 




I. REFUND REQUEST 




This is a request for a refund with respect to the charge to Deposit Account 02-2448 




shown on the statement for the month of May 2007 for the above-identified 




13 application Q patent i . 




13 A copy of the monthly statement in which the error referred to occurs, 




accompanies this request. 

p 
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Application No.: 10/530,705 

II. FEES CHARGED FOR WHICH REFUND REQUESTED 



Docket No.: 0445-0350PUS1 



AMOUNT OF 
REFUND 
REOUESTED 

^ Other: information disclosure statement fee $180.00 



TOTAL REFUND REQUESTED 




IH. EXPLANATION OF WHY CONTESTED CHARGE IS IN ERROR 

Applicant representative filed an Information Disclosure Statement on April 19, 2007 
along with a Chinese Office Action and its translation which was issued on February 16, 
2007. Applicant certified that the references cited in the Chinese Office Action and 
provided in the Information Disclosure Statement were first cited . A non-final Office 
Action was issued in the above-identified application no. 10/530,705, but since the 
applicant certified that the references were first cited , a fee in the amount of $1 80.00 was 
not necessary. Therefore, applicant respectfully requests a refund in the amount of 
$180.00 be issued. A copy of the Information Disclosure Statement and the Chinese 
Office Action with its translation are attached for the Examiner's review. 

IV. MANNER OF REFUND 

Please make refund by crediting Account No. 02-2448. 
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JWB/MTC/bsh 



Application No. : 1 0/530,705 Docket No. : 0445-0350PUS 1 

We respectfully request that the attached copy of this letter be returned to us with an 
indication that the credit has been processed. 

Dated: jjjj^ 2 7 2007 Respectfully submitted, 



By V\< 




John w 


.jDail 


ey 



Registration No.: 32,881 
BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH. LLP 
81 10 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 

Attachment(s) 
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NTD BEIAING OFFICE 



13002/003 



AppUcailon No.: 200380101840.7 

Text of the First Office Action 

The present application relates to a diaper. After examination, the 
examiner gives the following comments. 

1. Claim 1 is directed to a diaper. CN 1313745 A (hereinafter referred to 
as D1, see page 9, lines 9-19, page 10, lines 4-15, page 18. lines 3-16. and 
drawings) also discloses a diaper, and the following technical features are 
disclosed In D1: a disposable diaper comprising a liquid permeable topsheet, a 
liquid impermeable backsheet. and liquid retentive absorbent members 
interposed between the topsheet and the backsheet. said absorbent members 
being disposed in series in the direction of from the rear portion, through the 
crotch portion, to the front portion of the diaper, an elastic member being 
disposed in its stretched state on both sides of sahi series of said absorbent 
members, and said absorbent members being arranged such that a gap is 
produced between any adjacent two of said absorbent members when the 
diaper is stretched flat and that any adjacent two of said absorbent members 
come into dose contact with each other when the diaper is worn. Accordingly, 
it can be seen that D1 has disclosed all the technical features of present claim 
1. In addition, the technical solutions of D1 and present claim 1 belong to the 
same technical field and achieve the same technical effect. As such, the 
technical solution of present claim 1 does not comply with Article 22(2) of the 
Patent Law in respect of novelty. 

2. The additional technical feature of dependent claim 3 has been 
disclosed in D1 (see page 9, lines 9-19. page 10. lines 4-15, page 18, lines 
3-16, and drawings). Thus. In case claim 1 to which claim 3 refers is not novel, 
the technical solution of claim 3 does not comply with Article 22(2) of the 
Patent Law In respect of novelty. 

For the above-mentioned reasons, the present application cannot be 
granted a patent at present. The applicant is Invited to respond to this Office 
Action within the specified time limit by providing a convincing argument and/or 
amending the application document to overcome all the defects; othenA^ise, the 
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« * Application No.: 20038010^^0 '^ 

application will be rejected. Please note that the amendments should not go 
j beyond the scope of the disclosure contained In the initial description and 

claims under Article 33 of the Patent Law. 
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Docket No.: 0445-0350PUS1 
(PATENT) 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Patent Application of: 
Takao KASAI 

Application No.: 10/530,705 ^ Confirmation No.: 7744 

Filed: November 8, 2005 Art Unit: 376 1 

For: DISPOSABLE DIAPER Examiner: J. F. Stephens 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
^SUBMISSION AFTER FILING OF AN APPLICATION BUT BEFORE FINAL 
REJECTION OR NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE OR CONCURRENTLY WITH A RULE 

1.114 RCE APPLICATIONS 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, applicant(s) hereby submit(s) an Information 
Disclosure Statement for consideration by the Examiner. 

I. LIST OF PATENTS. PUBLICATIONS OR OTHER INFORMATION 

The patents, publications, or other information submitted for consideration by the Office 
are listed on the PTO-SB08(s), attached hereto. 

II. COPIES 

ISI a. Copies of cited U.S. patents and patent application publications are not included. 
Copies of foreign patent documents and non-patent literature are included. 
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Docket No.: 0445-0350PUS1 



Q b. Some or all of the documents listed on the PTO-SB08 are not enclosed because 
they were cited in the International Search Report and copies should already be in the PTO file. 
If copies are needed, please contact the undersigned. 

□ c. REFERENCES PREVIOUSLY CITED OR SUBMITTED - Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1 .98(d)) consideration of information listed on the PTO-SB08 form(s) is requested since any 
patents, publications, or other information which are listed on the PTO-SB08 form(s) but for 
which copies are not enclosed herewith, were previously cited by or submitted to the PTO in one 
of the following applications which has been relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 
U.S.C, § 120: 

U S, Appl. Nofs ^ and U.S. Filing Date 

III. CONCISE EXPLANATION OF THE RELEVANCE 
(check at least one box) 

□ a, DOCUMENTS IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE « The patents, publications, or other 
information listed on the attached PTO SB08 are in the English language and therefore, do not 
require a statement of relevancy. 

□ b. DOCUMENTS NOT IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE - A concisc explanation of the 
relevance of all patents, publications, or other information listed that is not in the English 
language is as follows: 

(3 c. ENGLISH LANGUAGE SEARCH REPORT - An English language version of the. search 
report or action that indicates the degree of relevance found by the foreign office is attached, 
thereby satisfying the requirement for a concise explanation. See MPEP 609(III)(A)(3), A 
foreign Office Action with its translation dated February 16, 2007 is attached. 

Q d. OTHER - The following additional information is provided for the Examiner's 
consideration. 
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IV. FEES (check one box) 

Q a. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the filing 
of a new patent application; therefore, no fee is required* 

□ b. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrent with the filing of 
a continuation-in-part, continuation, or divisional patent application; therefore, no fee is required. 

Q c. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
filing date of a national application (37 CF.R. § 1.97(b)(1)). No fee or statement is required. 
(This section is not to be used with RCE's,) 

n d. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an international application (37 CF.R. 
§ 1.97(b)(2)). No fee or statement is required. 

□ e. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the filing 
of a Request for Continued Examination under § 1.114 (37 CF.R. § 1.97(b)(4)). No fee or 
statement is required. 

□ f. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
first Action on the merits (37 CF.R. § 1.97(b)(3)). No fee or statement is required. In the event 
that a first Office Action on the merits has been issued, please consider this IDS under 37 CF.R. 
§ 1.97(c) and see the statement under 37 CF.R. § 1.97(e) below, or, if no statement has been 
made, charge our deposit account for the fee as required by 37 CF.R. § l.l7(p). 

^ g. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Office Action under 37 CF.R: § 1.113 (See 37 CF.R. § 1.97(c)(1)) or before the mailing 
date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 CF.R. §1.311 (See 37 CF.R. § 1 .97(c)(2)). 

□ No statement; therefore, a fee as required by 37 CF.R. § 1 .17(p) is attached* 



or 
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Application No.: 10/530,705 



Docket No.: 044S.03S0PUS1 



^ See the statement below, No fee is required. 

V. STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 8 1 .97fe) 
(check only one box) 
The undersigned hereby states that: 

n a. Each item of information contained in the IDS was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than 30 days prior to the filing of thb IDS; or 

1^ b. Each item of information contained in the IDS was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign Patent OfTice in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this IDS; or 

Q c. No item of information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication from a 
foreign Patent Office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person 
signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of IDS was known to any 
individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § l.S6(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the 
IDS. 

Q d. Some of the items of information were cited in a communication from a foreign 
Patent Office. As to this information, the undersigned states that each item of information 
contained in the IDS was first cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 
counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS. As to 
the remaining information, the undersigned hereby states that no item of this remaining 
information contained in the IDS was cited in a communication from a foreign Patent Office in a 
counterpart foreign application and, to the best of my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months 
prior to the filing of this statement. 
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Docket No.: 0445-0350PUS1 



VL PAYMENT OF FEES (check one box) 

Q The required fee is listed on the attached Fee Transmittal. 
Kl No fee is required. 

If the Examiner has any questions concerning this IDS, he/she is requested to contact the 
undersigned. If it is determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, the PTO is 
requested to consider this IDS under the proper rule and charge the appropriate fee to Deposit 
Account No. 02-2448. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future 
replies, to charge payment or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account No. 02*2448 for 
any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or imder § 1.17; particularly, extension of 



time fees. 



Dated: April 19,2007 



Respectfully submitted, 





Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 



Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 



Attachment(s): 

E PTO-SB08 
Documents 

Foreign Office Action and Translation 

□ Fee 

□ Other: 
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Substitute for form 1449A>T0 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use as many ahaata aa naeaaaary) 


Comptata tf Known 


AppiicBtiofi Number 


10/530,705-Conf.#7744 


Filing Oste 


Novembers, 2005 


FtntNemed Inventor 


TakaoKASAI 


Aft Unit 


3761 


Exemlner Nome 


J. F. Stephens 


Sheot 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket NumlMr 


0445-0350PUS1 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Inklals* 


Ctte 
NO.' 


Document Number 


Pubtlcattoo Date 

MM-DD-YVYY 


Name Of Patentee or 

AppOcam of CItod Document 


Peget. Cokjmne. Unea. Mhem 
Retevent Poseoge* or Relevent 
Fl0un» Appear 


Numbor-KM Codo' ( 0 Mown; 















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examhar 
mJllab* 


Cite 
No.' 


FofB^n Patent Document 


Pubflceibn 
Date 

MMOD-YYW 


^f8me of Patentee or 
AppUeent of cned Document 


Paoea,CoUnn».Lhet, 
vyihHo Ratevam Panaoei 
or Ralovanl FlQurei Appear 




Country Code"-NunlM^<Klnd CodeVAflOiwtf 




BA 


CN*1313746-A 


09-19-2001 









'EXAMINER; IntUai If refarence conaldared. whether or not citation it tn conformance with MPEP 609. Drew Una through ckaOon If not in conformance and not 
eontioered. tnctuda copy of thii (onn with next communication to appucant. ^ Appticann unlQua citation oeitonatton number (opUonal). ' Se* lonot Codes of 
U8PT0 Patent DocunenU at w<jvw>»p'o,yov or MPEP 001.04. * Enter Office that issued the document, by the two^eller code (WIPO Standard 8T.3). ' For 
Japanese patent docufnemi. the Iridlcaiion of the year of tho mlgn of the Empemr muit precede the serial number of the patent documem. * Kind of document 
by the appraprlata symbols as indicaled on the documimi undor WIPO Standard ST 16 If possble. * AppUeant b to place a cheek mam here If Engllah lai^uaoe 
If anaiai«n is aitechad 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Inltlars* 


Cite 


inctuda name of tho author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), tnio of the anide (wt^en approprtate), title of the item (booK, 
magaxJne. Journal, aerial, aympoaium« catalog, ate.), date, pago(9). votumo-tsauo numberts), publisher, dty 

anttnor coufii/y wtwra publlahoel. 


V 









-EXAMINER: tnUlal If reforanco considered, whether or not citation Is InconfannBnce with MPEP 609. Draw UnelhrouBhdlatlon If r«t frt conformance and not 
comMerod. Mide copy of this forniwKh next communlcBtion to appOeant. 

*Applleanra unique ettaUon tfaaignaUon number toptlonal). 'AppMeam la le place e cheok mem hare If enotiah tanouBBe Traneiatlon Is attached. 




lExaminer 




Data 




ISianaturB 




Cofisidorad 





BMi. Stewart, Kolaach & Bbch. LLP 
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